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Living Waters for the World...
...is pleased to offer this resource, exploring the world water crisis - its causes, its
consequences for people and the Earth, and how we can help. Through stories, activities and
worship, it can be a learning experience for the whole congregation.

You may choose to use this resource as: O
« Atraditional VBS for children
» Afour-session youth and/or adult study
* Achurch school class

A weekend retreat

However you choose to use it, this resource will broaden your understanding of the world’s
water crisis, and encourage you to take action where you can.

What you’ll find in this full-church curriculum

* For children —a VBS including:
— Stories from the Bible of the ways in which God has used water with God’s people
— Mission stories describing how children in other lands deal with the water crisis they face
— Crafts from other countries
— Suggestions for games and snacks
— Opportunities for children to reflect upon God’s uses of water in our world
— Traditional music that children have loved through the ages

» For adults and/or youth:
— Assessment of our knowledge about the present state of the world’s water
— Information from the United Nations and World Health Organization
— Discussion of things we can do to conserve our own water
— Afour-session study series weaving together scripture, facts and action
— Two challenges for people privileged to have safe water from the tap!

* For EVERYONE together:
— Intergenerational art projects
— An experience with international food
— Worship resources focused on water
— Links to additional resources — videos, music, art, and more
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* What is unique about “Water All Around the World?”
This resource is intended for use as a traditional VBS experience, or as an intergenerational
event; its sections can be used as stand-alone resources or as a four-session Church
School class, a weekend study, or a weekly fellowship event. Further, it can be used at any
time of year — as a Lenten study, a mission fair, etc.

* Why is it appropriate for the changing practices of congregations?
The “traditional” model for VBS is rapidly being transformed, and new models are arising:
some congregations may choose to do a weekend experience, others benefit from a weekly
hour-long session, still others have adopted an evening model, incorporating table
fellowship as well as intergenerational learning.

* Who can use this curriculum?
“Water All Around the World” is intended for use by faith communities who wish to broaden
their Vacation Bible School to include the whole congregation - children, youth and adults.

* Why is water an important topic for us at this time?
There is a worldwide water crisis, both of availability and of quality. The consequences of this
crisis will affect all of us in all countries of the world. We need to know more about the crisis
and our appropriate response as Christians.

* How does this resource engage us with the Biblical narrative?
It explores the stories of God’s uses of water in God’s care for people, and suggests ways
we can join God’s mission to restore the “goodness” of God'’s creation, including its water.

* Is this a “grab & go” curriculum?
No. This is an all-inclusive curriculum — it is a variety of options which can be tailored to your
church’s context for Christian formation. Educators and others who plan and carry out VBS-
like experiences are creative, resourceful people. Given access to ideas, facts and
resources that modern technology affords, and using readily available materials, you can
offer a meaningful experience for your congregation. Smaller congregations with limited
finances can combine many of the suggestions to create a rewarding time for all ages.

 How is it packaged? O
— Available in print, with digital format included
— All parts easily reproducible O
— Links to videos and other online resources embedded
— Designed to be easily accessible and affordable
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This is a study of scriptural references to water — both physical and symbolic — as
they relate to the critical need for clean water in our world. The study contains four
sessions, each focusing upon one or more scriptures, with relevant facts, a related story,
questions for reflection, and suggestions for action.

It is the hope and prayer of Living Waters for the World that this study guide will
engender lively discussion about God'’s plan for our world and our responsibility for its fulfill-
ment, and that participants will feel called to action. Living Waters for the World trains and
equips teams of volunteers who desire to respond by providing a means of purifying existing
contaminated water sources in developing areas of the world, and an educational curriculum
about the appropriate use of purified water. Some information about this mission ministry is
included within these pages. More information is available at livingwatersfortheworld.org.

Some of the material in this study has been borrowed from A Cup of Cold Water by David
Douglas, published by Presbyterian Publishing House. Living Waters for the World is grateful
to Mr. Douglas for his permission to use some of his stories and insights. The statistics cited
in this study are drawn from many sources, including World Health Organization, National
Geographic Society, United Nations, World Water Council and others.

In an age and a society accustomed to convenience, many Christians view thirst as an obsolete
problem. But millions of people still lack access to safe water, many of them in countries and
communities where Christians are actively engaged in mission. This study is designed to
sharpen awareness of the current world water crisis, and to provide a way to respond to the
needs of our brothers and sisters around the world.

Congregations are not civic organizations. When engaging in service projects, Christians are
motivated not only by an ethical standard, but even more by the command of the Lord to love
one another. For this reason, responding to the physical needs of people includes, for Christians,
witnessing to God’s love and grace, and listening for the witness of those they serve.

These pages are intended to highlight those words of scripture through which God
speaks to us about the physical and spiritual needs of people, to provide information,
to encourage reflection and response, and to stimulate prayer and action.
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This study guide is designed to be used in four one-hour sessions. Each session
includes six sections:

* Learning about the World Water Crisis: information about current conditions in the
world. Read these statistics one at a time, allowing time for assimilation and asking for
comment from group members. Suggested time: 5 minutes

« Turning to Scripture: a text relating to water, either physical or spiritual. Using a
commentary or other resource, provide the group with some context for the selected
scripture. Ask someone to read the scripture aloud, then allow time for absorption of the
text. Suggested time: 5 minutes

* Finding the Word in the World: a story or illustration relating to the text; some
excerpted from A Cup of Cold Water by David Douglas (by permission), others from
mission teams who have been engaged with LWW in a developing area of the world.
Ask someone to read the selection, or have several people each read a paragraph or two,
pausing occasionally for discussion. Suggested time: 10 minutes

* Reflecting upon the Situation: Offer each of the reflection questions to the group,
asking them to react and then share thoughts with the group if they feel comfortable
doing so. Remember that there are no right or wrong reactions — open dialogue and
mutual respect are crucial to group dynamics. Suggested time: 10 minutes

» Listening for the Call to Action: based upon the text,
the story, and the shared reflections, what action can we
take as individuals or as a group? Where is God in this
action, and how does this action affect us, others, and the
kingdom of God? Suggested time: 5 minutes

* Praying for Discernment and Guidance: a prayer is
included in each session. However, feel free to use your
own words, or to ask others to offer prayer. Remember,
silence is a form of prayer, too. Suggested time: 5 minutes
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