Sermon possibility 1 for World Water Day – “Putting a Face on Mission”
(scripture: John 4:7-15) :

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans)  Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.  Where do you get that living water?  Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

The scripture we have just heard speaks of ‘living water’.  We understand that Jesus was speaking in a symbolic way, alluding to the spiritual nourishment that can be found only in and through Him.  And yet, we are a people of the Incarnation – Christians alone, of all the faith traditions in our world, believe that the Creator so loves humanity that God was willing to take flesh and blood in the body of Jesus of Nazareth.  God with us, in a physical as well as a spiritual sense, loving our bodies  as well as our souls, and promising the resurrection of the body.

So, in a very real sense, caring for both the spiritual and the physical health of the people of the world is the duty of every Christian.  
Today we celebrate World Water Day – a day set aside all across the country for people to increase awareness of the crisis that faces our world and threatens the lives of millions  of our brothers and sisters in developing countries.  A day to pray for guidance as we struggle to find solutions to the political and economic injustices that render people powerless to lay claim to the natural resources that God intends for them.  A day to commit ourselves to act, as we are called to do, on behalf of the least of these, offering clean water to a thirsty world.    
The good news is that there are many ministries, in the PCUSA and other organizations - that are addressing the problem in communities all around the globe.  Digging wells, laying water pipelines, treating water sources, educating communities about waterborne disease – these are a few of the ways in which these water ministries are addressing the crisis.  (Optional: One such ministry has arisen right here in our own synod – the clean water ministry known as Living Waters for the World, which has partnered with people in nearly 400 communities in developing countries in many parts of the world, establishing water treatment systems to transform contaminated water into clean, healthy water.)

These water ministries are not just about pipes and filters and water tests and education.  They are about real  people.  So, we thought perhaps you’d like to actually hear some of the stories of some real people who have been affected by clean water made available to them through these water ministries.  Maybe knowing more about their lives, you’ll feel encouraged to support such ministries with your time, talent and treasury.  That is our hope, and to that end we are going to bring you some stories about some real people whose real physical needs are being met.

(young boy):  I am Benjamin.   I’m 9 years old, and I live in Madagascar.  I used to be sick a lot, and I had diarrhea almost all the time – it was terrible.  My friends mostly had the same problem, so we missed a lot of school.  It’s hard to try to learn when you feel bad, so most of us didn’t do very well in school.  But now, it’s all different!  Now we have clean water for drinking and cooking, and we’re not sick nearly so much, and when we go to school, we feel good enough to pay attention and learn!  My teacher says it’s a miracle!  
Yes, a miracle indeed.  Imagine the wasted potential in the children of the world whose education has been dramatically impacted by illness.  Imagine the toll that chronic illness takes on the developing bodies and brains of these children – children that will never reach their God-given potential because of preventable waterborne disease.  Thankfully, Benjamin may now grow to his full potential.

(older woman): I am Maria.  I had five children, but three of them died in childhood of intestinal diseases.  Now I have seven grandchildren, two of whom were very sick with intestinal symptoms just last year.  But then our community received a water treatment system, and clean water became available to us at an affordable price for the first time.  I am so grateful that my grandchildren will have a better chance of survival than my children did, thanks to the clean water that they now have to drink.
Illness and death of children are a constant reality in much of the world, due primarily to waterborne disease, which is the number one cause of death in the world for children under 5 years of age!  If you have children or grandchildren, or if there is a child that your hold dear, then you will know how Maria feels to think that her little ones now have a chance to grow to maturity without the constant threat of deadly illness. 

(teenaged boy):  My name is Luis.  I’m a typical teenager – into things like soccer, and girls, and horsing around.  I’m good in school, and I’m planning on completing high school in a few years.   You know, a year ago that wouldn’t have been possible – I would have had to quit school because my family needed me to work and help to provide for my younger brothers and sisters.  The average wage in our community is about $45. per week, and we used to spend more than $10. of that to buy clean water in bottles, because we know that the water from our well is contaminated and can make us sick or even kill us.  But recently, a new clean water system has been put into operation in our town¸ which will make the cost of water much more affordable.  Now we’ll have more money for other things, and I’ll be able to finish school, too!
In some parts of the world, bottled water is available, but very expensive.  In those places, some people cannot afford it at all, and others forego other important things like education in order to stay healthy by buying water.  In communities like this, the economic improvement can be as dramatic as the improvement in health when clean water is made affordable.  The ripple effect of available clean water is significant.
(young girl):  My name is Angela, and I am 12 years old.  I live in an orphanage in Abetifi, Ghana.  Living in close quarters with 79 other children, I often catch whatever illness the other children have – it’s hard to avoid, when we live so close together.  We suspect that most of the sickness comes from our water, but we have to drink it anyway – what choice do we have?  

Unlike Benjamin and Maria and Luis, Angela’s community has no clean water source.  Angela is one of the millions of children in the world who are waiting for the privilege of clean water.  Today, we have an opportunity to pray for a day when clean water is available for all of God’s children, not just the privileged.   Unfortunately, many children like Angela will die before that day.  In fact, every 12 seconds, somewhere in the world, someone dies from a preventable water-related disease.  That means that in the time we have been assembled in this room, nearly 300 people have died!  And most of them are children.
(adult member of the congregation):Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?’  ......  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’

Just a few years ago, hundreds of people perished as Hurricane Katrina washed over our southern Gulf coast, cutting a giant path of destruction and leaving behind little except debris and contaminated water.  That’s a staggering number of deaths, and the response to that disaster was remarkable  That is largely because these deaths were sudden, visible, close to home and highly publicized.  Yet consider this: in the two years since Katrina, millions of people have died of preventable water-related diseases in developing countries around the world.  But the world has taken little note of their deaths, for they have died slowly, silently, far away, and without media coverage. 
In the story of the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus offers ‘living water’.  But look more closely at the story: verse 7 – Jesus says to the woman, “Give me a drink.”  Jesus offers her the water of eternal life, but he also asks her to give to him a drink of very real water to satisfy his very real physical need.  Read this story through the lens of Matthew 25: “Lord, when did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink?”  Jesus is living today – living among the least of these in Haiti, Belize, Honduras, Mexico, Guatemala, India, Brazil, Nicaragua, Ghana.....and through their voices, Jesus says to us, “Give me a drink.”  And as if to remind us of his request, lest we should forget, with his dying words, Jesus said, “I thirst.”
But we believe that the Spirit of God is working to alleviate the world water crisis.  Working through ministries of clean water in many places, working in a tangible way, using flesh and blood people like you and me, working toward a world where all God’s children will have life and have it abundantly.  This is GOOD NEWS!  And we are the people called to share that good news to the ends of the earth.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen.

