CALL TO WORSHIP




     paraphrased from Psalms 42, 78, and 104

One: God, you split rocks in the wilderness, and gave your people abundant drink, as from

 the deep.


All: Come to us, Lord.  Give us that abundant water.


One: You made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to flow down like rivers.


All: Come to us, Lord.  Send the waters down upon us.


One: You turned the desert into pools of water, the parched land into springs of water.


All: Come to us, Lord.  Create springs in the parched desert of our hearts.


One: As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.


All: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  Come to us, Lord, and fill our longing.

PRAYER of CONFESSION – option 1

One:  Millions of people die each year from preventable water-borne diseases.

All:   Hear, O Lord, our confession, for though we have been through the water of 

          baptism, we are not clean.


One:  Nearly half of the people in the world have no access to clean water.


All:   Hear, O Lord, our confession, for we take for granted the clean water that 

          flows freely from our taps.

One: The waters of your good earth have been polluted, and vast areas of the world suffer

                     from hydrological poverty.


All:   Hear, O Lord, our confession, for we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves.



                    (a time of silence for personal confession)

PRAYER of CONFESSION – option 2
Forgiving God, we are so thirsty for the living water that only you can give us.  We confess that we are dazzled by the things of this earth, and we seek to satisfy our deepest needs with the shallowest of solutions, ignoring your gracious offer to us.  We fill our lives with busy-ness, and we wonder why we are unfulfilled.  We order our priorities according to the demands of our society, and we wonder why our lives are out of control.  We watch our children feed on the ‘junk food’ of our culture, and we wonder why they seem hungry.  God, we know in our hearts that we have turned away from obedience to your word.  Help us now, this very day, to make a fresh beginning, to drink of the living water that you still offer to us, and to seek first your kingdom.  We know that it will require a great deal of courage to renounce the popular evil around us, and we know that we cannot do so without the constant support of the Spirit within and among us.  And so we pray now for strength to begin, for food on the journey, and for the fellowship of this community to encourage us.  Bind us together, Lord, as true disciples of Jesus our Lord, in whose holy name we pray.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

This saying is sure.  When the goodness and loving kindness of God appeared, he saved us according to God’s mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, poured on us richly through Jesus Christ our savior, in whom we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE

O God our creator, who dwells on high and yet delights to make your home in human hearts:  you have built your church as a city set on a hill, and laid its foundations upon the faithful service of apostles and prophets, with Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.

Make your church, we pray, to be a spiritual building, fit for the Holy Spirit to reside.  Ground us in faith, build us up in hope, and perfect us in love, that we may declare the wonderful deeds of him who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.  

Give your church, O God, fresh vision and a new love, deep wisdom and clear understanding, that the eternal message of your grace, revealed to us in the suffering, death, and resurrection of your beloved Son, may be powerfully proclaimed as Good News for world that is struggling in deep need.  Give us a more powerful dedication to seek justice and peace for all people, a quicker desire to eliminate hunger and thirst, suffering of body, mind, or heart; and above all, a complete loyalty to your revealed will in Scripture, so that whatever we do, we honor you in the way we live and conduct our lives.

Deliver us from complacency.  Help us to know that what matters in life is not what we keep but what we give away.  Give us Christ-like compassion for the heavy-laden and downtrodden.  May we extend your love to all people -  young and old, rich and poor, those we love, and hardest for us, those we dislike or even hate. 

[And particularly, on this day, World Water Day, let us remember those for whom access to clean water is a luxury, more precious than gold, and unattainable.  Instill in us the power to pray for and work for the day when clean water may flow for all of God’s children.]
Help us to find our eternal joy in your service. And hasten the day when your kingdom shall fill the earth, when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord as we stand together as brothers and sisters.  We ask this prayer in the name of Christ, who taught us to pray together. . .

SPECIAL OFFERING

Some recipient options:  

Living Waters for the World – http://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/
Presbyterian Hunger Program – http://www.pcusa.org/hunger/
Marion Medical Mission – http://marionmedical.org/

Links to several other water ministries are located on the LWW web site, under Links of Interest
BENEDICTION

Go now from this service of worship to the service of God’s people near and far, marked by the water of your baptism and refreshed by the living water that Jesus offers to you.  Listen for the parched voices of the least of these; search out the dry places and the arid souls, and become for them a spring of living water, gushing up to eternal life.  And as you go, may the blessings of the God of life, the Christ of love, and the Spirit of grace be upon you this day and forevermore.   And let all God’s people say AMEN.

Some appropriate scriptures:

Genesis 21:14-19 (Hagar and Ishmael in the desert)

Exodus 17:1-17 (Water from the rock)


Isaiah passages (43:14,18)


Psalm 42


Baptism of Jesus in all four Gospels
Matthew 25:31-46 (Unto the least of these...)
Mark 9:41 (Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink …)
John 4:1-26 (Woman at the well) 

John 7:38  (Let the one who believes in me drink...out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.)

Revelation passages (21:5, 22:1)

Some sobering statistics:
Over 3 million people die each year from preventable water-borne diseases; and most of them are children.

More than one billion people worldwide do not have access to clean water.
Every 15 seconds, a child dies from a preventable, water-related disease

40 billion hours are lost annually to hauling water, a chore primarily undertaken by women and girls.
By the year 2025, there will be another 2 billion people on the planet.  Will there be enough clean water?

80% of disease in 2/3 of the world is related to poor drinking water and sanitation.

One toilet flush uses as much water as the average person in a developing country uses for a whole day’s 
drinking, cooking, washing and cleaning.

In this century, wars will more likely be fought over water than over oil.

Scarcity of water has caused more refugees than all the wars in history.

Some water ‘trivia’:
There are 326,000,000 cubic miles* of water on the earth (=1.4 billion cubic liters)

       

*1 cubic mile = 1,000,000,000 gallons!   (= 3.8 trillion liters)

      

That amounts to: 326,000,000,000,000,000 gallons

4,200,000,000 gallons (15.9 trillion liters) of rain falls on the U.S.A. every day (average)

If all the earth received equal rainfall, it would amount to 26” per year.  But it doesn’t.  In fact, half of the

earth is desert or near desert.  So, the problem is NOT that there is too little water on the earth.  The problem is in the distribution of the water. And beyond that, of course, the quality.

It’s similar to the world’s food shortage: we know that the earth produces enough food to feed all

people; it’s the distribution and quality that is the problem.
Some ‘water songs’:
Crashing Waters at Creation

#237 Sing, A New Creation

Spirit of the Living God


#322 Presbyterian Hymnal

Lord, When You Came to Jordan
#  71 Presbyterian Hymnal

Baptized in Water


#492 Presbyterian Hymnal

I’ve got Peace like a River

#362 Presbyterian Hymnal

Deep and Wide

