Today, we celebrate the work and amazing growth of Living Waters for the World, the global mission project of the Synod of Living Waters of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

NOTE TO READER: the background info between the lines below may be redundant if your church is already familiar with LWW.  Please feel free to paraphrase or omit as needed.


Living Waters for the World trains and equips mission teams to share the gift of clean water with communities in need.  From rural Appalachia, to Latin America, to Asia and beyond, Living Waters for the World is making a difference.

Consider these facts:

· Over one billion people lack access to safe drinking water.

· The effect of this alarming fact is that 3 million people each year die of water-related illness – and most are children.  Needless to say, water-related illness is the leading cause of death among children throughout the world.

For the past 14 years, Living Waters for the World has been meeting this crisis head on, with a water treatment system and a learning process that is ideal for use in churches, health clinics, schools and orphanages throughout the Third World.  
By providing a system that’s simple, sustainable and affordable, and by teaching local leaders to lead health, hygiene and spiritual education among the community, Living Waters for the World and its partners have been able to help those in communities with contaminated water take ownership of making their own water clean again.


In 2004, Living Waters for the World began a training program called Clean Water U, where mission team leaders come to learn how to install the water treatment system and how to train local leaders in the field.  Since then, over 800 volunteers have been trained from 34 states and eight other countries. 
And the effect of that training is what we celebrate today.  From 1996 to the beginning of 2004, Living Waters for the World and its dedicated band of volunteers installed 20 water systems in five countries.  Today, thanks to the mission teams trained at Clean Water U, there have been over 260 Living Waters for the World systems installed!  And those systems operate in 19 countries throughout the world.

And the most amazing part?  This appears to be just the beginning of what the Holy Spirit has planned.  Today is a day to celebrate!  To give thanks.  And to joyfully respond to what the Holy Spirit is calling us to do and be as partners of Living Waters for the World.
*** minute for mission script ***

