Time with the Younger Church:

(with a pitcher of clear water in one hand, and a pitcher of dirty water in the other (use soil    and/or crushed chocolate cookies):

 

"If you were really thirsty and asked for a glass of water, I wonder which of these pitchers you would prefer that I pour it out of?  (children respond)   Me, too!   Not only would it probably taste better, but we know that dirty water can carry germs that can make us sick.  

 

"Do you know any boys or girls who have to drink water that looks like this?  (children respond)   No, we're very lucky here where we live - our water comes right out of the tap as clean, healthy water.  But the sad truth is that there are MILLIONS of boys and girls in the world that have to drink water like this (indicate dirty water) because they have no clean water in their homes, and they can't afford to buy clean water.  These children are sick a LOT, and thousands of them even DIE from the diseases that they catch from the dirty water.  Does that make you sad?  Me, too.  And I believe that it makes God sad, also, to see children suffering.

 

"Can you think of a way that we might be able to help those boys and girls to have clean water?  (children respond)  The good news is that there IS a way that we can help.  If we can help their communities to build a system that can clean their water, they might be able to have water like this (clean pitcher) instead of this (dirty pitcher).  And our church is taking a collection today to help to pay for a water system for a community where the children need clean water.  The money will go to Living Waters for the World, and the people there will use it to find those boys and girls and help them to have clean, clear water.  Do you think that's a good thing for Christians to do?  (children respond)  Me, too.  Because we know that God cares about our bodies, and wants us to be healthy and strong.

 

"Let's pray together about this:  

    Dear God (children repeat), we know that you love ALL the children of the world. (repeat)  We want to try to help the children who have to drink dirty water. (repeat)  Please help us to remember (repeat) every time we drink our clean water (repeat) that we should care about them and help them (repeat), because Jesus love us (repeat) and Jesus loves them, too. (repeat)    In his name we pray (repeat) Amen."

