Clean Water for All God’s Children
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Objective:

to create props that will be used in the telling of the story of the crossing of the Red Sea: ‘water wands’ that will be used to simulate water, and ‘spears’ that will be carried by the Egyptian soldiers.
Materials:
for water wands: 3/8” X 18” dowel rods OR cardboard tubes from coathangers, or long plastic drinking straws (best for very young children), one per student; crepe paper streamers in several colors: dark blue, light blue, white; scotch tape (one/student).  For spears: dowel rods or cardboard tubes; gray construction paper ‘spearheads’.
Teacher Instructions:

for water wands: cut strips of crepe paper in varying lengths (12” – 24”); give 5 or 6 of varying colors to each student. 

Instruct students to tape ends of streamers (6 or 8 per student, varying colors) to one tip of the dowel rod.  When waved gently in the air, the wands simulate moving water.  
For spears: cut spear heads from grey construction paper;  instruct students to tape them to the end of the rod to form ‘spears’.   
Assign parts for the drama: one student is Moses, one is Pharaoh, several are Egyptians, several are Hebrews, and at least two are the water of the Red Sea.  Egyptians and Pharaoh hold the spears; ‘water’ hold the water wands, waving them gently.  Position the ‘water’ at one end of the room, ready to ‘part’ to let the Hebrews pass, but close in on the Egyptians.  Moses and the Hebrews in the middle of the room, Pharaoh and the Egyptians on the other side of the room.  Now, as you read the story (see Day 2 Bible Story), move the students through the drama.
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Rev. 1/06
The Crossing of the Red Sea

Long, long ago - about 3,000 years ago - the chosen people of God, called the Hebrews, were living as slaves in the land of Egypt.  The king of the Egyptian people, who was called Pharaoh, was very cruel to his Hebrew slaves, and he made them work very, very hard.  For nearly 400 years, Pharaoh was very mean to the Hebrews, and they were sad and tired.

But God heard the groans and cries of the Hebrew people, and God raised up a prophet named Moses, whom God intended to be the one to lead the Hebrews out of the land of Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.

Moses went to Pharaoh and said, “Let my people go!”  But Pharaoh said, “No!”  So God sent a plague on the land of Egypt.  Once again, Moses said to Pharaoh, “Let my people go!”  And once again, Pharaoh said, “No!”  So God sent still another plague upon the land, and another, and another.  In fact, nine times Moses said, “Let my people go!” and nine times, Pharaoh replied, “No!”  Finally, God sent one last and terrible plague upon the Egyptians, and finally, Pharaoh said, “Go!”

Quickly, before Pharaoh could change his mind, Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt.  They hurried out toward the east, headed for the land of Canaan.  But not long after they had started out, old Pharaoh changed his mind again!  And he sent his Egyptian army chasing after the Hebrews.  Soon, the Hebrews came upon the Red Sea.  They believed that they would surely die there, for they were trapped between the deep waters of the Red Sea on one side and the Egyptian army on the other.

But just then, God told Moses to raise his staff above the water of the Red Sea.  As Moses did so, the waters of the Red Sea parted, and the Hebrews passed through the waters on dry land.  But when the Egyptian army was crossing through the waters, God commanded Moses to drop his arms, and as he did, the waters of the Red Sea came crashing back in on the Eqyptians, and they were swallowed up by the sea. 
The people of God were free at last, and as they looked back at the Red Sea, they knew that, by the power of the water, God had delivered them and set them free at last.

And the Hebrew people danced for joy.  And the waters danced with them!  And the same God who came to the rescue of those people long, long ago still comes to us today, helping us to provide pure, clean water, bringing freedom from water-borne disease to God’s people everywhere.

So let all God’s people say, ‘Amen!’


Crafts


Water Wands and Spears





(Idea! 


For very  young children, teachers can make ‘hand wavers’ – disposable plastic gloves with crepe paper taped to each finger; children can draw a face on the palm, then wear the gloves for the ‘drama’.  Also, story can be shortened.








